■ COTTONWOOD COUNTY CITIZEN

■

DISTRICT COURT

S p e e d i n g : Kelli M.G.
Blom, Hardwick, $140.
Driving after revocation: Daniel C. Cate, Mt.
Lake, $280.
Underage consumption:

■

W E D N E S D A Y, S E P T E M B E R 2 1 , 2 0 1 1

■

Trevor W. Theesfeld, Windom, $180.
Dog running at large:
Denise G. Thompson, Windom, $105.

Sept. 12
• A hit-and-run accident
occurred on 3rd Ave. near
the intersection with 16th
St. The mishap involved a
parked 2008 Chevrolet pickup owned by Todd Thompson. The pickup was struck
by an unknown vehicle. It is
not clear when the incident
occurred.
Sept. 13
• 8:05 a.m. Officers were
called to Windom Area High
School regarding an accident
that occurred in the school
parking lot. Receiving light
damage was a parked 2003
Pontiac owned by Morgan
Potter of Windom. The other
vehicle, a 1990 Toyota driven
by Christopher Rosenkranz
of Lakefield, received moderate damage.
• 3:45 p.m. A two-vehicle
accident occurred in the
Hy-Vee parking lot. A 2004
Chevrolet driven by Peder
Bakke was not damaged.
The other vehicle, which
received minor damage, left
the scene.
• 7:21 p.m. Officers were
called to the skate park near
Kastle Kingdom playground
regarding some juveniles
who were fighting. The
parties who were involved
received a warning from
police.
Sept. 14
• 5:03 p.m. Two Windom
juveniles came to the Cottonwood County Law Enforcement Center to report an
assault that had occurred at
Mayﬂower Park in Windom.
The matter is still under
investigation.
Sept. 15
• 9 a.m. The Windom Police Department received a
report regarding an accumulation of junk in the 700
block of 13th St. A resident
was given a week to remove
the junk. If the items are not
removed, the resident could
be cited in connection with

■

SHERIFF ’S LOG
Sept. 11-Sept. 17

Type of Call
No.
911 ............................. 97
Accidents ..................... 3
Fire/Rescue .................. 0
Ambulance ................. 20
Investigations ............... 3
Public Assistance......... 0
Other Agency Assists .. 3
Warrants Served .......... 1
Misc. Complaints ......... 5
Adult Transports ........... 1
Juvenile Transports ...... 0
Arrest, Citations ........... 1
All Phone Calls ......... 922
Windom’s junk ordinance.
• 3:02 p.m. Windom Police
officers responded to a report
of a domestic disturbance in
the central part of Windom.
It was determined that this
was a verbal argument and
the matter was settled between the two parties.
• 11:55 p.m. Officers responded to a call from River
View Apartments regarding
a ﬁght at that location. The
incident is still under investigation.
Sept. 16
• 10:08 a.m. Officers responded to a call from a
staff member at Windom
Area High School regarding
a student who was out of
control. Charges are pending against a 16-year-old
Okabena male.
• 3:16 p.m. The Cottonwood
County Law Enforcement
Center was notified about
a suspicious vehicle in the
1200 block of 20th St. The
vehicle was gone upon officers’ arrival.
Sept. 17
• 12:03 p.m. An employee
at the Windom Pamida store
reported the theft of 33 bags
of solar salt. The theft occurred on the night of Sept.
16. The case is still under
investigation.

MPCA offers reports on
smoke from north fires

■ The MPCA encourages
people to avoid areas of
heavy smoke.

The Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency has received
a number of reports of heavy
smoke and the deposition of
ash in northeastern Minnesota.
The smoke and ash are
from the Pagami Creek ﬁre,
which has expanded signiﬁcantly in the last week.
Between midnight and 8
a.m. on Sept. 16, hourly pollution measurements at the
air-monitoring station near
Ely reported fine particle
pollution at levels considered very unhealthy. This
monitor is about 20 miles
east of Ely and two miles
northwest of the current
western ﬁre boundary.
The increase in pollution
levels at the air monitor
near Ely is consistent with
the southerly shift in wind
direction.
Because the MPCA cannot
monitor or precisely predict
where the smoke may travel,
citizens are encouraged to
take precautions if they ﬁnd

smoke in their area.
Air pollution in the very
unhealthy category has the
potential to cause significant aggravation of existing heart or lung diseases,
particularly among children
and the elderly. Healthy
people may also experience
a signiﬁcant increase in respiratory effects. The MPCA
encourages people to avoid
areas of heavy smoke. If you
cannot avoid areas where
smoke is present, the MPCA
recommends staying indoors with the windows and
doors closed and minimizing
physical exertion.
Predicted pathways for
smoke from the Pagami
Creek and other forest fires
are available on the National
Weather Service’s Upper
Mississippi Valley Air Quality Forecast Guide. When
on this site, choose “1Hr
Average Surface Smoke”
from the Guidance Element
drop-down menu. Use the Element Period menu to select
the time for which you would
like to see the predicted
smoke pathway.

MICHELLE (MICKELSON) WEBER COMPLETED 21 paintings for a new children’s book called
“Levi’s Lost Calf.” She will be signing books at River City Eatery on the Square this Saturday.

Windom grad to appear on
Square for book signing

■ The power of Facebook
helped launch Michelle (Mickelson) Weber’s career in art.

Michelle Weber chuckles
now as she talks about art
class during her senior year in
Windom Area High School.
“I hated it,” said Weber, a
2006 Windom graduate, whose
last name was Mickelson at the
time. “But Mark Nass, my art
teacher, saw the potential that
I did not see.
“He was the one who pushed
me and challenged me and
made me realize how much I
enjoyed it. He was obviously
an inspiration.”
Today, Michelle and her
husband, Jesse Weber, live on a
cattle farm near Lake Benton.
She loves working with their
cattle and, at the same time,
is taking her love of art to a
new level.
In fact, this Saturday marks
Michelle’s ﬁrst-ever book signing. It will be held as part of
a preview event at River City
Eatery, located on the north
side of the Square.
Naturally, the event is sure
to attract countless friends
and family, including Michelle’s parents, Jay and Lori
Mickelson of rural Windom.
The book signing is for a
new children’s book called
“Levi’s Lost Calf.” It was
written by Amanda Radke.
Michelle provided 21 illustrations for the book.
Michelle is still amazed that
she is now carving a career
through her love of art.
“When I went to college at
South Dakota State University,
I started out as an art major,
but I thought that I could never
live on that and that I needed
something more stable for a
regular paycheck,” Michelle
recalled. “But I was still hoping that I could stay with it and
eventually use art to beneﬁt
me in some way. It is just now
starting to fall into place a
little bit.”
College was busy for Michelle, who was an advertising
major. She didn’t get many
opportunities to dabble in art.
She didn’t paint much until
her senior year, when she
ﬁnally took a college painting class.
“At that point, I realized
how much I had missed it,”

I built my business
through interest
in Facebook and
connections with
agriculture.
MICHELLE WEBER

Windom native and artist

Michelle said. “I wished I had
stuck with it a little more. All
day, for hours on end, I was in
the art room and loving every
minute of it.
“After graduation, I decided
that I would not let myself
go into a slump again. I kept
painting.”
A lot of Michelle’s inspiration comes from farms and
ranches. She takes countless
photographs and likes to use
cattle as the subject matter.
Many of her paintings are
based on photos she has
taken.
Still, it was just a hobby
for Michelle, who worked
as a graphic designer for
Pipestone Publishing. It was
then that she learned about
the power of the Internet,
particularly the power of
Facebook.
“People were contacting me
and wondering if they could
have their cattle painted.
There was a champion horse
from 1970 in South Dakota
and then a bull that had been
a champion and then another
and another,” Michelle recalled.
“I built my business through
interest in Facebook and my
connections with agriculture.”
Michelle’s connection with
agriculture stretches all the
way back to her childhood at
her parents’ farm.
“Growing up, you couldn’t
pull me from the far m,”
Michelle said. “When I met
my husband, I realized how
much I enjoyed the cattle and
livestock part of it. Through
my husband, I met so many
people who are passionate
about the cattle industry and
it broadened my knowledge.

It is really through Jesse that
I met so many people who
have that common bond and
camaraderie. It is hard not to
be drawn to it.”
Those connections played
a key role in Michelle getting
involved with the new book.
“I started networking and
following beef blogs,” Michelle said. “I followed the blog
of a gal that I had met while
at SDSU, Amanda Radke.
Through a chain of events I
ended up contacting her randomly. She took more of an
interest in my Facebook page
and noticed my paintings.”
Eventually, Radke contacted
Michelle about doing illustrations for her new book.
“On Wednesday of the next
week, she contacted me and
said, ‘Can you have the ﬁrst
painting done by Friday?’ That
was when she was to have a
meeting with her publisher. I
went home Wednesday night
and, in a panic, started painting off a photo she had sent
me.
“I struggled and I said, ‘I
can’t do this. I am not qualiﬁed
to do this. I don’t know what I
am doing.’ I went home with
a stack of children’s books
and after looking at them I
realized that I was digging too
deep and was trying to take it
too far.”
After that, Michelle was
more relaxed and fully prepared to complete the difﬁcult
task of ﬁnishing 21 paintings
in a month.
“Amanda has been a blessing,” Michelle said. “She is
someone to strive to be like,
an inspiration.”
Michelle added that the
book has been a huge boost for
her career. It has helped draw
more work. She is currently
working on eight different
custom art pieces.
She looks forward to being
home this weekend for the
book signing.
“It is an exciting event for
(River City Eatery owner)
Mari Harries and me,” Michelle said. “Doing this book
has been a whirlwind, but it
has been an awesome experience.”
The book is available at
Amazon.com. Those wanting
signed copies can contact
Amanda Radke on Facebook.

GET YOUR

FLU SHOT

Windom Homeowners

You may be eligible for assistance to repair water damage in your home.
• 0% Deferred Loans for single-family home rehab – No monthly payments for
ten years if the property doesn’t change ownership.
• Program open citywide
• Eligible water-damage repairs include: Basement walls and floors, foundation
repairs, installation of interior and exterior drain tile, furnace and water heater
replacements, etc.
• Property owners’ share of project is 40%. (Financial assistance may be available
towards owners’ match.)
• Income guidelines and other restrictions do apply.
• Note: Repairs made previous to approval of your SCDP application will not be
eligible for reimbursement.
For more information, contact:

Windom eDa
444 Ninth Street
507-831-6125

The Windom Economic
Development Authority
recently approved a $750
donation toward remodeling costs for an incubator
site on the first floor of
BARC.
The EDA also approved
a loan of up to $19,500 to
BARC to be applied toward
expenses to remodel the
second floor choir room
and choir office into rental
ofﬁce space. The eight-year
loan will carry a 5% interest rate.
Initially, BARC had intended to use a second
ﬂoor site as a business incubator area. That location
has since been secured by
Wenck Associates for ofﬁce
space.
Meanwhile, EDA officials learned more about
the progress of remodeling
BARC’s former “Curves”
location as a future site for
the WECC program.

New sidewalk
At Tuesday’s regular
meeting (which occurred a
few hours after this edition
went to press) the Windom
city council was expected
to discuss a request for a
new sidewalk
near Buckwheat Ave.
The request
h a s a l r e a dy
received approval by Street Committee
members JoAnn Ray and
Brad Powers.
Buckwheat Johnson,
speaking on behalf of First
Baptist Church, brought a
proposal before the Windom Street Committee on
Sept. 14. The plan is to build
a sidewalk from the south
end of Buckwheat Ave. to
the asphalt driveway at
First Baptist Church.
Most of the sidewalk
would be on private property and related costs would
be the church’s responsibility.
If the project gets council approval, construction
would begin this fall or
early next spring.

Island Park lighting
The Windom Park &Recreation Commission recently approved a motion to
remove light poles around
the north softball ﬁeld at
Island Park.
Park Superintendent
Bruce Caldwell alerted the
board that the poles are
old and rotted and need to
be replaced. In addition,
many of the mounting
brackets were in bad shape,
causing the lights to swing
back and forth on the poles.
That created a safety concern for park users.
The lights that involve
the most signiﬁcant safety
concerns were removed
last week.
Due to the ﬁeld’s limited
usage after dark, Caldwell
pointed out that the commission would need to
decide if they could justify
the high cost for repairs.
Caldwell instructed the
city electric department to
get costs to replace all the
poles and repair the lights
and wiring on the north
ball ﬁeld at Island Park.
Electric Superintendent
Marv Grunig will have a report for the Park Commission’s October meeting.

Avera Medical Group Windom
has flu shots and Flumist available
for the patients of Dr. Dynes, Dr.
Olson, and Jessica Kelley, CNP.

FLU SHOT CLINIC:

Was Your ProPertY DamageD
bY HeavY rains or FlooDing?
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Thursday, Sept. 29
9 a.m. - 12 noon & 1-4 p.m.
No appointment necessary.
Flu vaccine is still the best way
for you to prevent the flu. So
protect yourself and your family.
Get Vaccinated.

Please bring your insurance card, and
wear a loose-fitting short sleeve shirt.
Flu shots and FluMist are available.
820 Second Avenue • Windom, MN • www.UnitedMedicalClinic.org
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